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Multiculturalism in Action Project
Online Handicraft Workshop
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Sri Lankan Vesak Lantern Workshop
Speaker: Mr. Aravinda Adhikari
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Moderator: Prof. Maria Tam
2020.09.26.

In collaboration with SLBCCHK
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..As a Sri Lankan
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SE Sri Lankan Buddhist Cultural

Centre in Hong Kong
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A proud ambassador of Sri Lanka in
Hong Kong
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Dedicated to establish cultural
harmony between Sri Lanka and
Hong Kong
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Provides a variety of services
regardless of race or religion
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Organizes cultural and religious
events throughout the year
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My Motherland Sri Lanka
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Perahara

Vesak
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Religious and Cultural Celebrations
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Vesak 1=
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* Main celebration among the
Buddhist community
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 Lord Buddha’s Birth, Enlightenment
and Passing Away
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* Full-Moon Poya day of May every

year
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Vesak fH13EH]]

* On this day, Buddhists all over the world
commemorate the teachings of Lord
Buddha both spiritually and festively
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e Since 2000, Vesak poya day has been

recognized as an international holiday by
United Nations
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Vesak Lanterns
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* One of the common decorations in
Vesak celebrations
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e Similar to the decorations in Mid
Autumn Festival

* AU RKBIHYZ< A

* Different shapes, sizes and
complex structures
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Vesak Lanterns
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* The iconic octagonal shaped lantern
is known as “Atapattama”

* EEETER USRS e fE B
“ Atapattama”

* Besides the decorative feature, there
is an underlying philosophy
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Phllosophy Behmd the Octagonal
A ERE (RS

* Lantern represents life itself
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* The 8 triangles represent the 8 worldly
conditions of life
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e Gain JEf5 - Loss &£
e Fame 4% - Defame Zf2%
* Praise &=E - Blame &1
« Happiness S21g - Pain Ji &




Phllosophy Behind the Octagonal L
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* Flame of the candle represents the human mind
* IR KR AR EE

e As an uncontrolled flame can burn the lantern,
an uncontrolled mind can destroy life
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* Without a flame, lantern is just a skeleton
covered by fancy wrap

R KRR B AR A R




Let's make a Vesak lantern
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Let’s Be Creative
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Next Werkshop:

Benguet Headdress Workshep
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Speaker: Ms. Cristina Cayat and Ms. Connie Chan
Date: 10/10/2020 (Saturday)

Time: 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

Venue: Zoom
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Website:http://arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~ant//knowledge-
transfer/multiculturalism-in-action/index.html
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e K B Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/MIACUHK/?epa=S
N & EARCH BOX
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Thank you!!
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